Revealed in Makkah

ِ ِ ِْ ِ ا ِ ا ْ َـ ِ ا
In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful.

ِ ََ ْ ُ َِـَا ا
ِ ْ ُأ
َ
90:1. Nay! I swear by this city;

ِ ََ ْ َِـَا ا

ِ 
َ ََوأ
90:2 And you are free in this city.

َ ََووَاِ ٍ َو َﻡ َو
90:3 And by the begetter and that which he begot.

ٍ َ  َآ$ِ% َ )َ(ْ َ' ا&َِـ
َ ْ(َ َ
90:4 Verily, We have created man in Kabad.

ٌ
َ َْ ِ َأ+
َ  أَن  َی(ْ ِ َر/
ُ 
َ ْ0َأ َی
90:5 Does he think that none can overcome him.

ًَا2 
ً  َﻡ
ُ ْ3َْل َأه
ُ 6ُ(َی
90:6 He says:
abundance!''

"I

have

wasted

wealth

in

ٌ
َ  َأ7ُ َ  أَن ْ َی/
ُ 
َ ْ0َأ َی
90:7 Does he think that none sees him.

ِ ْ'َ ْ+
َ ُ  َ8ْ9َ ََْأ
90:8 Have We not made for him two eyes.

ِ ْ:َ ;َ <
َ  ً َو
َ َِو
90:9 And a tongue and two lips.

ِ َْی9' َو َه َیْ'َـ ُ ا
90:10 And shown him the two ways.

Swearing by the Sanctity of Makkah and Other Things that
Man was created in Hardship
Allah says,
?١= ِ ََ ْ ُ ِ ََا ا
ِ َْ ُأ
Nay! I swear by this city;
Here Allah has sworn by Makkah, the Mother of the
Towns, addressing its resident (during the nonsacred months,) free in this city in order to draw his
attention to the significance of its sanctity when its
people are in the state of sanctity.
Khusayf reported from Mujahid;

ِ ََ ْ ُ َِـَا ا
ِ ْ ُأ
َ
Nay! I swear by this city;
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"The word "La'' (Nay) refers to the refutation
against them (Quraish). I swear by this city.''
Shabib bin Bishr narrated from Ikrimah, from Ibn Abbas
that he said,

ِ ََ ْ ُ َِـَا ا
ِ ْ ُأ
َ
Nay! I swear by this city;
"This means Makkah.''
Concerning the Ayah:

?٢= ِ ََ ْ ِ ََا ا

ِ 
َ ََوأ
And you are free in this city.
he (Ibn Abbas) said,
"O Muhammad! It is permissible for you to fight in
it.''
Similar was reported from Sa`id bin Jubayr, Abu Salih,
`Atiyah, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah, As-Suddi and Ibn Zayd.
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said,
"Allah made it lawful (to fight in) for him (the
Prophet ) for one hour of a day.''
The meaning of what they have said was mentioned in a
Hadith that is agreed- upon as being authentic. In it the
Prophet said,

ٌَام
َ 6َ ُ %َ ،َرْضDَْت وَا
ِ َا6 
  اF
َ َ)
َ ْ َم6 َیG
ُ   َﻡ ُ ا
َ َ ََ ْن َهَا ا
 ِإ
Iِ ْم اْ ِ( َ َﻡ6 َی$َ ِإG
ِ  اIِ ْ َﻡ0
ُ ِ
،ُ7 َ)
َ $َ:َ ْJ َوَ ُی7ُ ُ 9
َ<
َ ُ K
َ ْ8َ ُی
،ٌٍ ِﻡ ْ َ َ رI+
َ ﺱ
َ Mِ ْ
ِ َوِإ  َ ُأ
ُ  ِهO
  اPِ Qَ ُ ْ%َ َ َأ،ِRْﻡDَْ ِ َ :ِ ْ َﻡ0
ُ ْ َم َآ6َ ْ َ ا:ُْ َﻡ
ُ ْ َدت+
َ َْ َو
/ِS Tَ ْا
Verily, Allah made this city sacred on the Day that
He created the heavens and the earth. Therefore,
it is sacred by the sanctity of Allah until the Day
of Judgement.
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Its trees should not be uprooted, and its bushes
and grasses should not be removed.
And it was only made lawful for me (to fight in)
for one hour of a day.
Today its sanctity has been restored just as it was
sacred yesterday. So, let the one who is present
inform those who are absent.
In another wording of this Hadith, he said,

ِ ِ6ُن ِ َﺱ
َ  َأ ِذG
َ نا
  ِإ:ا6ُ6ُ(%َ G
ِ لا
ِ 6ُل َرﺱ
ِ :َ (ِ ِ U
َ )
 َ ٌ َﺕ
َ ِنْ َأW%َ
ُ3َ ْْ َذنDَوَْ َی
So, if anyone tries to use the fighting of the
Messenger (to conquer Makkah) as an excuse (to
fight there), then tell him that Allah permitted it
for His Messenger and He has not permitted it for
you.
Concerning Allah's statement,

?٣= َ ََووَاِ ٍ َو َﻡ َو
And by the begetter and that which he begot.
Mujahid, Abu Salih, Qatadah, Ad-Dahhak, Sufyan AthThawri, Sa`id bin Jubayr, As-Suddi, Al-Hasan Al-Basri,
Khusayf, Shurahbil bin Sa`d and others have said,
"Meaning, by the begetter, Adam, and that which
he begot is his children.''
This view that Mujahid and his companions have chosen
is good and strong. This is supported by the fact that
Allah swears by the Mother of the Towns, which are
dwellings. Then after it He swears by the dwellers
therein, who is Adam, the father of mankind, and his
children.
Abu `Imran Al-Jawni said, "It refers to Ibrahim and his
progeny.''
Ibn Jarir recorded this statement as did Ibn Abi Hatim.
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Ibn Jarir preferred the view that it is general and it refers
to every father and his children. This meaning is also
acceptable.
Allah then says,

?٤= ٍ َ َآMِ% ن
َ 
َ ِWْ)َ(ْ َ' ا
َ ْ(َ َ
Verily, We have created man in Kabad.
Ibn Abi Najih and Jurayj reported from `Ata, from Ibn
Abbas concerning the phrase `in Kabad',
"He was created while in hardship. Don't you see
him''
Then he mentioned his birth and the sprouting of his
teeth.
Mujahid said,

َ( ِ َآin Kabad.)

"A drop of sperm, then a clot, then a lump of
flesh, enduring in his creation.''
Mujahid then said, "This is similar to Allah's statement,

ًْ ُ ُآْه:8َ ﺽ
َ ﻡ ُ ُآْهً َو َو2 ْ ُ ُأ:ََ 
َ
His mother bears him with hardship. And she
brings him forth with hardship. (46:15)
and she breast-feeds him with hardship, and his
livelihood is a hardship. So he endures all of this.''
Sa`id bin Jubayr said, ٍ َ ِ َآ
have created man in Kabad).

َ ََْ ا ِ َـ
َ َْ َ (Verily, We

"In hardship and seeking livelihood.''
Ikrimah said, "In hardship and long-suffering.''
Qatadah said, "In difficulty.''
It is reported from Al-Hasan that he said,
"Enduring the hardships of the world by life and
the severity of the Hereafter.''
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Man is encompassed by Allah and His Bounties
Allah says,

?٥= ٌ
َ َْ ِ َأ+
َ  أَن  َی(ْ ِ َر/
ُ 
َ ْ0َأ َی
Does he think that none can overcome him.
Al-Hasan Al-Basri said that its Meaning that,
"no one is able to take his wealth.''
Qatadah about this has said,
"The Son of Adam thinks that he will not be asked
about this wealth of his -- how he earned and
how he spent it.''
Allah said:

?٦=  ًَا2 ً  َﻡ
ُ ْ3َْل َأه
ُ 6ُ(َی
He says: "I have wasted wealth in abundance!''
This means, the Son of Adam says,
"I spent an abundance of wealth.''
Mujahid, Al-Hasan, Qatadah, As-Suddi and others have
said this.

?٧= ٌ
َ  َأ7ُ َ  أَن ْ َی/
ُ 
َ ْ0َأ َی
Does he think that none sees him.
Mujahid said,
"Does he think that Allah,
Majestic, does not see him.''

the

Mighty and

Others among the Salaf have said similar to this.
Allah said;

?٨= ِ ْ'َ ْ+
َ ُ  َ8ْ9َ ََْأ
Have We not made for him two eyes,
meaning, for him to see with them.

... ً 
َ َِو
And a tongue,
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meaning, for him to speak with, and so that he can
express that which is inside of him.

?٩= ِ ْ:َ ;َ <
َ  َو...
and two lips,
In order to help him with speaking, eating food, and
beautifying his face and his mouth.

The Ability to distinguish between Good and Evil is also a
Blessing
?١٠= ِ ْْ َی9'  ا7ُ 'َ ْه َی
َ َو
And shown him the two ways,
This refers to the two paths.
Sufyan Ath-Thawri narrated from `Asim, from Zirr, from
`Abdullah bin Mas`ud that he said, ِ َْ ه ََْـ ُ ا
َ  َوAnd
shown him the two ways,
"The good and the evil.''
Similar to this has been reported from `Ali, Ibn `Abbas,
Mujahid, `Ikrimah, Abu Wa'il, Abu Salih, Muhammad bin
Ka`b, Ad-Dahhak, and `Ata' Al-Khurasani among others.
Similar to this Ayah is Allah's statement,

ً8ِ ﺱ
َ ُ ْ'َـ8َ 9
َ %َ ِ ِ:َ ْ ج
ٍ O
َ ْ َأﻡIٍ ;َ ْe2

)َ(ْ َ' ا&َِـ َ ِﻡ
َ  ِإ
ًِاfَ
رًا6ُ;< آًِا َوِإ ﻡ َآ
َ  ِإ ﻡ
َ ِ
 ِإ  َهَیْ'َـ ُ ا

Verily, We have created man from Nutfah
Amshaj, in order to try him: so We made him
hearer and seer.
Verily, We showed him the way, whether he be
grateful or ungrateful. (76:2-3)
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Iَ َ (َ 8َ ْ َ ا0
َ :َ  اg
َ %َ
90:11 But he has not attempted to pass on the path
that is steep.

Iُ َ (َ 8َ ْك َﻡ ا
َ  َأدْرَاiََوﻡ
90:12 And what will make you know the path that is
steep.

Iٍ َ َ  َرj
2 %َ
90:13 Freeing a neck.

Iٍ َ Tَ ْْ ٍم ذِى َﻡ6 َی$ِ% ٌ م8َ ْlَأوْ ِإ
90:14 Or giving food in a day full of Masghabah,

Iٍ َ َ ْ(ِ ً ذَا َﻡ:َی
90:15 o an orphan near of kin.

Iٍ َ َ ْ:ِ'ً ذَا َﻡ3َْأوْ ِﻡ
90:16 Or to a Miskin cleaving to dust.

ْْا6ﺹ
َ ا6َ ْ ِ َو َﺕf
  ِ ْْا6ﺹ
َ َا6اْ َو َﺕ6ُ'ن ِﻡ َ اِی َ ءَا َﻡ
َ   َآoُ
Iِ َ 
َ َْ ْ ِ
90:17 Then he became one of those who believed
and recommended one another to patience, and
recommended one another to compassion.

Iِ 'َ َ َْ ْ ا/
ُ َـ0ْ َأﺹj
َ pِ ُأوَْـ
90:18 They are those on the Right,
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Iِ َ َْـOَ ْ ا/
ُ َـ0ْ َ' ُهْ َأﺹ:ِ وَاِی َ َآ َ;ُواْ َِـ یَـ
90:19 But those who disbelieved in Our Ayat, they
are those on the Left.

ﺹ َ ُة
َ ْrﻡ2 ٌَْ ِْ َ ر+
َ
90:20 Upon them Fire will Mu'sadah.

The Encouragement to traverse upon the Path of Goodness
Allah said,

?١١= Iَ َ (َ 8َ ْ َ ا0
َ :َ َْ ا%َ
But he has not attempted to pass on the path that is
steep.
Ibn Zayd said,
"This means, will he not traverse upon the path
which contains salvation and good.
Then He explains this path by His saying,

?١٢= Iُ َ (َ 8َ ْك َﻡ ا
َ َو َﻡ َأدْرَا
?١٣= Iٍ َ َ ر
َ j
2 %َ

... ٌ م8َ ْlَأوْ ِإ
And what will make you know the path that is steep?
- Freeing a neck,
- or giving food...''
Imam Ahmad recorded from Sa`id bin Marjanah that he
heard Abu Hurayrah saying that the Messenger of Allah
said,

ً ْ ِﻡ'ْ َ ِإر6ٍ ْK+
ُ ْب َأي
ٍ ْ ِإر
Q 3ُ ِ G
ُ اF
َ :َ ْ+ َأIً 'َ  ِﻡrُ ﻡIً َ َ  َرF
َ :َ ْ+َﻡ ْ َأ
،َْﺝQ  ا
ِ ْﺝQ  ِ  َو،ََ ْ ِ ْ َ ِ اF
ُ :ِ ْ8ُ َ ُ   ِإ$ْ:
َ ِﻡ'ْ ُ ِﻡ َ ا ' ِر
ج اْ َ;ْج
ِ ْ;َ ْ ِ َو
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Whoever frees a believing slave, Allah will free for
every limb (of the slave) one of his limbs from the
Fire. This is to such an extent that He (Allah) will
free a hand for a hand, a leg for a leg, and a
private part for a private part.
Ali bin Al-Husayn then said (to Sa`id), "Did you hear this
from Abu Hurayrah''
Sa`id replied, "Yes.''
Then `Ali bin Al-Husayn said to a slave boy that he
owned who was the swiftest of his servants, "Call
Mutarrif!''
So when the slave was brought before him he said, "Go,
for you are free for the Face of Allah.''
Al-Bukhari, Muslim, At-Tirmidhi, An-Nasa'i, all recorded
this Hadith from Sa`id bin Marjanah.
Imam Ahmad recorded from `Amr bin `Abasah that the
Prophet said,

Iِ ' 9
َ ْ اMِ% :ً َْ ُ َ ُ ْ ا$َ'َ ِ ِ% ُ ًْا ِ ُْ َآ َ ا9
ِ ْ َﻡ$َ'َ ْ َﻡ
َ ' َ ﺝ
َ ْ  ُ ِﻡ:َ ْ َی%ِ َْ  َآIً َ ِْ ُﻡ
ً ْ;َ F
َ :َ ْ+َو َﻡ ْ َأ
Iَْ َم اْ ِ( َ ﻡ6رًا َی6ُ ُ َ َْ ﺱَْ ِم َآWِْ اMِ% Iً َ ْ<
َ ب
َ <
َ ْ َو َﻡ
- Whoever builds a Masjid so that Allah may be
remembered in it, Allah will build a house for him
in Paradise;
- and whoever frees a Muslim person, then it will
be his ransom from Hell;
- and whoever grows grey in Islam, then it will be
a light for him on the Day of Judgement.)
According to another route of transmission, Ahmad
recorded from Abu Umamah, who reported from `Amr
bin `Abasah that As-Sulami said to him,
"Narrate a Hadith to us that you heard from the
Messenger of Allah, without any deficiency or mistakes.''
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He (`Amr) said, "I heard him saying,

v
َ ْ'0
ِ ْا ا6ُTُْ َأنْ َی
َ َْ ا6ُ َ ﺕ%َ ﺱَْ ِمWِ ْ اMِ%  َأوَْ ٍدIُ oَ َoَ ُ َ َ َِﻡ ْ ُو
،ْ ِ ِإ ی ُه:ِ َ ْ َر
ِ ْK;َ ِ Iَ ' 9
َ ْ اG
ُ َأدْ)ََ ُ ا
،ِIْ َم اْ ِ( َ َﻡ6رًا َی6ُ ُ َ َْ  َآG
ِ ا
ِ ِﺱ
َ Mِ% Iً َ ْ<
َ ب
َ <
َ ْ َو َﻡ
Dَe
َ ْ)ب َأوْ َأ
َ ﺹ
َ  ُ و َأ8َ ْ ِ ِ اPَ ََ G
ِ ا
ِ ِﺱ
َ Mِ% ْ
َ ِ $ََو َﻡ ْ َرﻡ
،ٍIَ َ  َرF
ُ ْ:+
ِ ُ َ ن
َ َآ
ُ ْ'ًا ِﻡ6ْK+
ُ ُ ْ' ِﻡ6ٍ ْK+
ُ 
Q 3ُ ِ G
ُ اF
َ :َ ْ+ً َأIْ ِﻡ'َـr ُﻡIً َ َ  َرF
َ :َ ْ+َو َﻡ ْ َأ
،ِِﻡ َ ا ' ر
ُ ُ)
ِ ْب ُی
ٍ َا6ْ َأIَ َ ِ َ oَ Iِ ' 9
َ ِْ ن
 Wِ%َ G
ِ ا
ِ ِﺱ
َ Mِ% ِ ْﺝ
َ ْ َزوF
َ ;َ َْو َﻡ ْ َأ
َ ْ'< َء ِﻡ
َ ب
ٍ َ ي
Q  ِﻡ ْ َأG
ُ ا
- Whoever has three children born to him in
Islam, and they die before reaching the age of
puberty, Allah will enter him into Paradise by
virtue of His mercy to them.
- And whoever grows gray in the way of Allah
(fighting Jihad), then it will be a light for him on
the Day of Judgement.
- And whoever shoots an arrow in the way of
Allah (fighting Jihad) that reaches the enemy,
whether it hits or misses, he will get the reward
of freeing a slave.
- And whoever frees a believing slave, then Allah
will free each of his limbs from the Fire for every
limb that the slave has.
- And whoever equipped two riding animals in the
way of Allah (for fighting Jihad), then indeed
Paradise has eight gates, and Allah will allow him
to enter any of them he choses.''
Ahmad recorded this Hadith from different routes of
transmission that are good and strong, and all praise is
due to Allah.
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Allah said,

?١٤= Iٍ َ Tَ ْْ ٍم ذِي َﻡ6 َیMِ% ...
Or giving food in a day full of Masghabah,
Ibn `Abbas said, "Of hunger.'' `
Ikrimah, Mujahid, Ad-Dahhak, Qatadah and others all
said the same.
The word `Saghb' means hunger.
Then Allah says,

... ً ِ:َی
To an orphan,
meaning, he gives food on a day like this to an orphan.

?١٥= Iٍ َ 
َ ْ( ذَا َﻡ...
near of kin.
meaning, who is related to him.
Ibn Abbas, Ikrimah, Al-Hasan, Ad-Dahhak and As-Suddi
all said this.
This is similar to what was related in a Hadith that was
collected by Imam Ahmad on the authority of Salman bin
Amir who said that he heard the Messenger of Allah say,

:ن
ِ :َ 'َ ْo ِ ا
ِ   ذِي ا$َ+
َ ٌ َوIَ َ ﺹ
َ ِ ِ3ِْ ْ ا$َ+
َ Iُ َ َ f
 ا
Iَﺹ
ِ ٌ َوIَ َ ﺹ
َ
Charity given to the poor person is counted as
one charity, while if it is given to a relative it is
counted as two:
- charity and
- connecting the ties (of kinship).
At-Tirmidhi and An-Nasa'i both recorded this Hadith and
its chain of narration is authentic.
Then Allah says,

?١٦= Iٍ َ 
َ ْ:ِ ً' ذَا َﻡ3َْأوْ ِﻡ
Or to a Miskin cleaving to dust (Dha Matrabah).
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meaning, poor, miserable, and clinging to the dirt.
It means those who are in a state of destitution.
Ibn `Abbas said,
"Dha Matrabah is that who is dejected in the
street and who has no house or anything else to
protect him against the dirt.''
Allah said;

... ا6'ُ  َﻡx َ ن ِﻡ َ اِی
َ   َآoُ
Then he became one of those who believed,
meaning, then, along with these beautiful and pure
characteristics, he was a believer in his heart,
seeking the reward of that from Allah.
This is as Allah says,

ن
َ  َآj
َ pِ ُوَـD%َ ٌ ْ ِﻡr ُﻡ6َ ْ َ َ َو ُه8ﺱ
َ َ َ $َ8ﺱ
َ ) َ َة َو
ِ
 َو َﻡ ْ َأرَا َد ا
رًا6ُ3ْOُُْ ﻡ8ﺱ
َ
And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for
it, with the necessary effort due for it while he is
believer, then such are the ones whose striving
shall be appreciated. (17:19)
Allah also says,

ٌ ْ ِﻡr ُﻡ6َ  َو ُه$َyْﻡ َذ َآ ٍ َأوْ ُأQ ً0ِ َِ ﺹَـ+
َ ْ َﻡ
Whoever works righteousness -- whether male or
female -- while being a true believer.... (16:97)
Allah says,

?١٧= ِ Iَ 
َ َْ ْ ِ ْا6ﺹ
َ َا6ْ ِ َو َﺕf
  ِ ْا6ﺹ
َ َا6 َو َﺕ...
and recommended one another to patience,
recommended one another to compassion.

and

meaning, he was from the believers who worked
righteous deeds, and advised each other to be
patient with the harms of the people, and to be
merciful with them.
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This is similar to what has been related in the noble
Hadith,

،ُ ْ  ُ ُ ُ ا
َ ْن َی
َ 6ُ 
ِ اا
َء
  اMِ% ْ ْ َﻡ3ُ ْ 
َ ْض َی
ِ ْرDَْ اMِ% ْ ا َﻡ6ُ 
َ ْار
The merciful people will be treated with mercy by
the Most Merciful (Allah).
Be merciful to those who are on the earth and He
Who is above the heavens will be merciful to you.
In another Hadith he said,

 ِ ا ' س
َ ْ َﻡ ْ َ َیG
ُ  ُ ا
َ َْ َی
Allah will not be merciful with whoever is not
merciful with the people.
Abu Dawud recorded from Abdullah bin Amr that he
narrated (from the Prophet),

'  ِﻡR
َ َْ%َ َ ِ ِ َآF

َ ْْ ِف8ِ َ َ َو َیTﺹ
َ ْ
َ َْﻡ ْ َْ َی
Whoever does not show mercy to our children,
nor does he recognize the right of our elders,
then he is not of us.
Then Allah says,

?١٨= Iِ 'َ َ َْ ْب ا
ُ 0
َ ْ َأﺹj
َ pِ َُْأو
They are those on the Right,
meaning, those who have these characteristics are
the companions of the Right Hand.

The Companions of the Left Hand and Their Recompense
Then Allah says,

?١٩= Iِ  َﻡDَْOَ ْب ا
ُ 0
َ ْ َی ِﺕ َ' ُهْ َأﺹiِ وَاِی َ َآ َ;ُوا
But those who disbelieved in Our Ayat, they are those on
the Left.
meaning, the companions of the Left Hand.
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?٢٠= ٌﺹ َة
َ ْrﻡ2 ٌَْ ِْ َ ر+
َ
Upon them Fire will Mu'sadah.
meaning, it will be sealed over them and there will be
no way for them to avoid it, nor will they have any
way out.
Abu Hurayrah, Ibn `Abbas, `Ikrimah, Sa`id bin Jubayr,
Mujahid, Muhammad bin Ka`b Al-Qurazi, `Atiyah Al`Awfi, Al-Hasan, Qatadah and As-Suddi, all said,

 َ ُة
َ ْ "! Mu'sadah, "This means shut.''
Ibn `Abbas said,
"Its doors will be closed.''
Ad-Dahhak said,

 َ ُة
َ ْ Mu'sadah.

"It will be sealed over them and it will have no
door.''
Qatadah said,

 َ ُة
َ ْ Mu'sadah.

"It will be shut and there will be no light in it, no
crevice (escape), and no way out of it forever.''
This is the end of the Tafsir of Surah Al-Balad, and all praise
and blessings are due to Allah.
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